Approach to patients with oropharyngeal dysphagia.
Oropharyngeal dysphagia is a difficult clinical problem that is commonly found in patients with diffuse neurological or local laryngeal disorders. Gastroenterologists are frequently consulted regarding management of these patients. Diagnosis of specific pathophysiology is best accomplished with a combined approach, including barium video radiography and solid-state manometry. Therapy includes specific modalities where appropriate and mechanical manipulations aimed at prevention of aspiration, in consultation with a speech language pathologist.